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SHOW CLASS LETTER SYSTEM  
The following are the basic letters and subdivisions for show classes;  

Should a basic class not be included on the show schedule, the fish normally entered in that class will 
automatically be shown in their respective A.O.S. class, i.e. if there is no class "J" (Rasboras) they will 
be benched in class "M" (AOS Tropical Egglayers).  

To denote that a class is for Juniors only, a diminutive "y" should be put after the class letter thus: 
"Cy" is a junior class of Characins, "Zy" is a junior class of plants.  

The prefix letter "N" before any class letter indicates that the fish in that class must be shown as 
pairs, "N.F." is therefore pairs of egglaying toothcarps, "N.B-M." pairs of any of the tropical 
egglayers.  

The prefix letter "X" before any class letter indicates that the fish in that class will be shown as a 
breeders team.  

Where a limited subdivision of a basic class has been undertaken at a show and all other subdivisions 
have not been catered for, then provision has been made to enable those classes of fish not covered 
by the subdivision to be shown as a class. This has been achieved by introducing the "z" subdivision, 
i.e. "Dz" includes all those Cichlids not covered by the subdivisions "Da", "Db" and "Dc".  
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Basic Show Classes 
A. Furnished Aquaria & Aquascape 
B. Barbs 
C. Caracin 
D. Cichlid 

a. Pterophyllum  
b. Apistogramma   Pelmatochromis   Nannacara 
c. Cyathochromis  Hemitilapia  Melanochromis 

Cynotilapia  Julidochromis  Petrotilapia 
Genyochromis  Labeotropheus  Pseudotropheus 
Haplochromis  Labidochromis  Tropheus 
Hemihaplochromis Lamprologus 

z. Fish Other than a, b & c 
E. Labyrinth 
F. Egglaying Toothcap 
G. Tropical Catfish 
H. Corydoras & Brochis 
J. Rasbora 
K. Danio & W.C.M.M 
L. Loach 
M. A.O.S. Tropical Egglayer 
N. Pairs of fish 
O. Guppy Male 
P. Guppy Female 
Q. Xiphophorus helleri 
R. Platy 
S. Molly 
T. A.O.S Livebearer 
U. Singletail Goldfish 
V. Twintail Goldfish 
W. A.O.S. Coldwater 
X. Breeders Classes 
Y. Marine Fish 
Z. Plants 

 


